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Analysis Region- Detect gaps
• General: lack of knowledge and use of resources, e.g. data and courses, and value 

to decision-makers 

• Caribbean: lack of knowledge, use and value of geospatial information and 
services, lack of continuity in programs with government changes, limited 
access to training

• Central America: limited access to courses, insufficient courses in Spanish vs 
English, turnover of trained people, lack of continuity in public institutions

• South America: some countries lack nation-wide internet, access to training, 
unconnected networks, insufficient academic institution participation

• North America: limited internet access by rural populations and Native 
American communities, uneven use of geospatial information at local scales

WG Capacity



Priorities in the region - Capacity

• Thematic: 

• biodiversity and ecosystems, 

• Sustainable Development Goals, 

• disaster management, 

• water resource management,

• statistical data management, 

• urban systems

• Courses:

• new technologies and approaches for 
capture and analysis of geographic data, 

• on understanding disaster risk and impacts 
to urban systems

Specific needs identified in AmeriGEO and UN-GGIM-
Americas surveys:

• Integration of statistical and geographic 
information

• Platforms and analysis for satellite Earth 
observations

• Geo-services

• Spatial data infrastructure management

• Geographic data quality



Priorities in the region - Development

• Co-develop specific scientific applications based on national and subnational 
government priorities

• Focus on specific strategic areas, e.g. the Corridor of the Eastern Tropical 
Pacific (CMAR)

• To elaborate inventories of resources and baselines of environmental systems, 
Greenhouse Gases, and climate risk analyses at national and local scales



Actions to strengthen training & education

• Convert the CD Working Group into a permanent Working group or Committee

• Prepare a TOR for the new CD Working Group

• Develop a needs assessment for the four sub-regions

• Develop projects involving multiple countries with common needs

• Work with countries and groups that are developing alternative data infrastructures like data 
cubes

• Create regional network of trainers and offer training opportunities

• Build decision-maker awareness of value of EO and GI

• Collaborate with universities to increase and diversify knowledge

• Leverage GEO’s flagships, initiatives and community activities, as well as its work on data and 
knowledge infrastructure
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Writing group- CD Proposal

➢ Goals:
• Create a permanent committee to contribute regarding Capacity Development.
• Prepare a TOR for the new CD Working Group.
• Identify the real needs of each sub-region.
• Assist and support the implementation of the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF) /

The Global Statistical Geospatial Framework.
• Assist and support the implementation and monitoring of the SDG’s and Sendai Framework.

Specific goals:
• Create a regional network of trainers and contribute with local universities.
• Updated agenda of existing capacity-building/training courses. Inter-American Academy?
• Promote the capacity-building agenda.
• Build decision-maker awareness of the value of EO and GI.
• Leverage GEO’s flagships, initiatives and community activities, as well as its work on data and

knowledge infrastructure.



Writing group- “Final draft CD Proposal”

➢ Working Group Activities:

1. Formalize the Capacity Development Working Group (CD WG) that will interact and collaborate with 
the other 2 subgroups (i.e. Data, Information and Knowledge Sharing, and Communication, 
Cooperation, and Coordination),

2. Prepare a TOR for the CD Working Group (including the collaboration in the development of the Inter-
American Academy of Geosciences & Applications),

3. Support the Inter-American Academy
4. Systematically evaluate the needs of each sub-region,
5. Develop and provide specific courses and applications based on national and sub-national 

government needs/priorities,
6. Assist and support the implementation of relevant frameworks,
7. Assist and support the implementation and monitoring of the SDGs and the Sendai Framework
8. Develop pilot projects involving common needs from multiple countries



CD Proposal Activities
No Activities Sub-Activities Short 

Term

Medium 

Term

Long 

Term

1

Formalize the Capacity 

Development Working 

Group (CD WG)

x x

2
Prepare TOR for the CD 

WG

Draft TOR to include the items / activities below x x

3

Support the Inter-

American Academy

UN-GGIM decision?

○ offering of trainings in the short term (March, April, May 2021)

○ provide links to existing resources

○ development of an updated calendar of existing capacity building 

opportunities / training courses

○ promotion of a capacity building agenda

○ leveraging of GEO flagships, initiatives and community activities, and work 

on data and knowledge infrastructure

x x

4

Systematically evaluate 

the needs of each sub-

region

Develop needs assessments for the four sub-regions (North America, Central 

America, Caribbean, South America):

○ Survey the needs of stakeholders including government agencies, private 

sector, academia, non-government organizations, local communities

○ Identify topics and initiatives that can be strengthened through partnerships

○ Identify the state of the art regarding the implementation of each UN-GGIM 

framework

○ Identify the state of the art regarding the monitoring of SDGs

○ Develop SWOT analyses for each sub-region

○ Identify priorities in each sub-region, including the most urgent needs

x x



No Activities Sub-Activities Short 

Term

Medium 

Term

Long 

Term

5

Develop and provide specific 

courses and applications 

based on national and sub-

national government needs / 

priorities

○ Develop a regional network of trainers and researchers

○ Develop a basic syllabus for each thematic area

○ Look into feasibility of developing a scholarship program

○ Look for regional / international financial resources

○ Identification of needs regarding the modernization of national geographic 

institutes

○ Develop a directory of regional and subregional stakeholders regarding geospatial 

information management

○ Develop a directory of potential donors for joint projects

○ Develop an inventory of ongoing relevant projects in the region (and identify 

leading organizations, objectives, donors, etc.)

○ Compile best practices and common standards

x x

6

Assist and support the 

implementation of relevant 

frameworks

Disseminate and promote the implementation of UN-GGIM frameworks:

○ Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF)

○ Global Statistical Geospatial Framework (GSGF)

○ Strategic Framework on Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters

○ Framework for Effective Land Administration

Strengthening of NSDIs

x x

7

Support the implementation 

of the Sendai Framework and 

monitoring of the SDGs

Promote the implementation of the roadmap of the Working Group on Geospatial 

Information of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators

x

8

Develop pilot projects 

involving common needs 

from multiple countries

Work with countries and groups that are developing emerging technologies (e.g.

data cubes)

○ Identify key actors / institutions

○ Identify potential regional/ international financial resources

○ Promote agreements between countries / actors

○ Evaluate potential sustainability of each pilot project

○ Raise decision-makers' awareness about the value of EO and GI

x x


